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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to present the value model of Iranian professional football
players with a constructive approach to Grounded theory. The present study was done with
exploratory nature and with the aim of expanding the existing knowledge and
understanding about capabilities in the field of football. Three overlapping processes in
the structural analysis of grounded theory are: primary, centralized, and theoretical coding.
In the implementation of the study, data collection and analysis were done consciously at
the same time and the initial data were collected to form the process of continuous data
collection. Participants consisted of people familiar with the Iranian professional football,
who were purposefully selected. Based on the findings in this stage of the study, out of
about 220 sentences implemented from the interviews, after removing duplicate and
unrelated items, about 109 primary codes were identified and marked by the researchers
in the first stage. In centralized coding, the codes were divided into 7 categories. Finally,
at the highest level of reduction or brevity, the categories of construction were reduced to
three general categories of equity, requirements and market value of a player. The final
price or value of a football player in the Iranian Premier League in the transfer market is
determined based on the player's special values, requirements, and institutions and its
consequences.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

The sports industry has the characteristics of increasing domestic demand,
increasing employment and creating new points of economic and business growth
(Yu & Yang, 2019; 5399). With the continuous expansion of the sports industry,
the effect of the promotion of the sports industry on economic development has
gradually emerged (Yang, Yu & Yang, 2020; 813). Therefore, recognizing the
factors affecting the valuation of professional football players in the Iranian
Premier League will facilitate the transfer of Iranian Premier League players in
order to earn more money and save the financial resources of clubs. The lack of a
codified policy that can determine the value of players based on certain criteria is
one of the major problems facing the Premier League clubs. The purpose of this
study is to present the value model of Iranian professional football players with a
constructive approach of grounded theory. The present study was done with
exploratory nature and with the aim of expanding the existing knowledge and
understanding about capabilities in the field of football.

Materials and Methods

The present study isexploratory-fundamental from the perspective of approach,
inductive from the perspective of paradigm, interpretive-constructive paradigm
from the perspective of strategy, and grounded theory with a constructivist
approach from the perspective of data collection. The grounded theory is one of
the strategies of qualitative method that emphasizes the induction with the
emergence of information from data, so that it can create a theory with a model
(Spriella, 2020). Three overlapping processes in the structural analysis of
grounded theory are: primary, centralized, and theoretical coding. In the
implementation of the study, data collection and analysis were done consciously
at the same time, and the initial data were collected i to form the process of
continuous data collection. The participants included people familiar with the
Iranian professional football, who were purposefully selected. The study’s
participants consisted of professors in sports management, professional football
specialists, and all individuals with experience in management of professional
football clubs. According to the characteristics and indicators specified in the
inclusion criteria section, purposeful sampling method and snowball sampling
technique were used for sampling in-depth interviews. After 25 interviews, each
lasting approximately 30 minutes to an hour, 20 articles were reviewed and
continued until saturation. Data collection tools were in-depth telephone
interviews, in person and through WhatsApp, field interview, articles related to
the value of professional football players in the Iranian Premier League. To
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analyze the data, the researchers examined and analyzed qualitative data that
collected the variables and the main concepts in the categories as well as the
relationship between these variables and then a model was presented. Four
strategies were used to audit the present study; initially, for reliability, the
researchers coded one of the interviews after one month and the results were
compared with the Scott coefficient. It should be noted that for reliability and
transferability, the method of analysis of research members was used. In this
method, the researcher's report was studied in terms of accuracy and
completeness. In this regard, reliability means whether if someone else coded the
same findings were made. In the present study, the "member review" method
(interviewees) was used to confirm the validity of the study.

Findings

Based on the findings in the initial coding, pieces of data such as lines, words,
segments and events are examined. In fact, the initial codes are placed in a
combination and based on the content of each of them in the concepts or
categories. The purpose of initial coding is to break down the collected data set
into the smallest possible conceptual components. At this stage of the study, out
of about 220 sentences implemented from the interviews, after removing duplicate
and unrelated items, about 109 initial codes were identified and marked by the
researcher in the first stage. In centralized coding, it was divided into 7 categories.

Discussion & Conclusion

In general, it can be acknowledged that prerequisites were selected as the central
category of the study, which includes the main evaluation factors of a football
player and reflects the main concerns of the participants. The market value of a
player in the Iranian Football Premier League is determined by the position and
image of that player in the form of the specific value of that player and by the
requirements that include institutions and consequences, prerequisites and transfer
market factors. Therefore, it is suggested thatthe price on the transfer market site,
the prerequisites and institutions and the consequences for the valuation of a
player by the club managers be considered as the most important requirements for
the value of professional football players. The steering committee for the selection
of players should be included in the administrative structure of the clubs based on
the proposed criteria in Iranian professional clubs. A workshop on
institutionalizing the characteristics of the present study for managers and coaches
of professional clubs should be held by the league organization. The numerical
value of the contract at the end of each sports season, the final price of the contract,
the market value, and the final market value of a player should be regarded.
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Optional contracts should be on the agenda of managers appropriate to the
capacity of the players. Components of each of the categories - Player image,
Institutions and Consequences - Prerequisites - Market Transfer Factors, Market
Value - Final Value, which are the most important categories in determining the
market value of professional football players in the Iranian Premier League,
should be the basis of legal contracts with players.
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