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Abstract

This research was conducted with the aim of the role of sports pattern in explaining the
public diplomacy of Iran. The present study was conducted within the framework of a
qualitative approach, and the required data were collected using semi-structured
interviews. The statistical population of this study were all experts in social participation
in sport, including sports management professors (8 students), professors of international
relations and political science (3 students), senior sports officials (3 people), and elite
athletes (3 people). The sample method was snowballs mode. The method of data
collection was based on previous studies and in-depth interviews. To assess credibility,
transfer, and verifiability, they provided the participants with the findings of the research,
and they examined the text of the theory and their views. The method used for reliability
was an intra-subject agreement method. The average agreement within the subject was
0.73. Causal factors influencing the role of exercise in explaining Iranian public diplomacy
included soft power, information and communication, the understanding and insight.
Contextual factors included cast and learning, and intervention factors were effective
environmental factors. Also, strategies affecting the role of sport in explaining Iranian
public diplomacy included: Empowerment, communication networks and public
propulsion, and finally the implications of the role of sport in explaining public diplomacy
in Iran. They included economic function, cultural function, political function, and social
development.
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Extended Abstract
Background and Purpose:
The international community has an inseparable connection with sports in the

modern world. International sport, with its great mechanisms and institutions,
including the International Olympic Committee (211members) and FIFA
(206members), has managed to surpass even the United Nations, and the success
of a country in these events will result in global credibility. Using national and
international champions is one of the ways in which government officials are
trying to help positively portray their country's image (2). Today's world refers to
sports, as a phenomenon that changes the political and economic environment (3).
Studies show that the Iranian officials and decision makers see sports as a
recreational phenomenon (4), and our politicians do not have any understanding
about the status of sports in the country. In this regard, the present study has been
conducted with the aim of modeling the role of sports in explaining the public
diplomacy of Iran.

Materials and Methods:
The present study was conducted in a qualitative approach framework and using

the grounded theory method. The required data were collected through semi-
structured interviews (5). The statistical population consisted of experts in public
and sports diplomacy including professors of sports management (eight people),
professors of international relations and political science (three people), high-
ranking sports officials (three people) and elite athletes (three people). The
sampling method in this study was purposeful and advanced to the stage of
theoretical saturation of concepts (interview with 17 people). In this research
method, experiments and validation of no hypothesis are predetermined, and
qualitative researchers assume the responsibility and role of data interpretation
based on categorical repeatability and the higher frequency of categories and
interpretations of what has been observed, heard and read. Narrative in qualitative
research emphasizes on the accuracy of data (internal validity) rather than the
meaning used in quantitative studies. If the interviewees confirm the findings of
the research, one can be more confident about the validity of the research. In this
regard, after each interview, the obtained model was presented to the interviewees
up to that stage. In conducting qualitative studies, the researcher interprets the
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subject matter and the reliability component refers to the repeatability range of
research findings. So there is no need to create and present the traditional concept
of reliability. In the present study, three interviews were selected from the
interviews and one of the researchers coded it within a month. Considering that
the total number of codes in these three interviews was equal to 19 and the number
of agreements was equal to 7, according to the relationship, the percentage of
agreement within the subject was calculated to be 0.73, which was deemed
appropriate.

Findings:

Based on the findings of the semi-structured interview, the causal factors
influencing the role of sports in explaining the public diplomacy of Iran are soft
power, information and communication, and understanding and insight.
International sports functioning as a source of soft power have turned it into a tool
of public diplomacy. In the field of information and communication, we can also
refer to information systems. Advances in communication, improving information
systems and developing virtual systems have led to the information revolution.
Along with the mentioned factors, the role of understanding and insight is also
important. The underlying factors influencing the role of sports in explaining the
public diplomacy of Iran are directing the actors and learning. In the category of
directing the actors, the most important factor is the existence of appropriate
citizenship culture. In addition to directing the actors, the issue of learning should
also be acknowledged. According to the research findings, the intervening factors
are environmental factors, which include technological, political, cultural and
economic components. Also, strategies affecting the role of sports in explaining
the public diplomacy of Iran are: Empowerment, communication networks and
social stimuli. Empowerment can be done in two ways; one is the issue of
legislation and the other is paying attention to the issue of education. But in
addition to empowerment, we need to pay attention to communication networks.
The interaction of sports organizations and the media providing sports information
in different languages and strengthening the cyberspace in order to get acquainted
with national sports, can be considered as a part of the solutions provided by new
technologies. Further, in order to intercommunicate, the use of communication
capacities emphasizes on public opinion polls and participation, and various
communication channels should be taken into consideration. The ultimate solution
is to use social stimuli. According to the research findings, the consequences of
the role of sports in explaining the public diplomacy of Iran are economic
function, cultural function, political function, and social development. The
economic function of public diplomacy will use sports to develop sports tourism,
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expand the export of sports services and products, encourage sports investment,
strengthen sports infrastructure, and grow the domestic sports economy. Public
diplomacy through sports also has a cultural function that deals with public
awareness, preserving indigenous and sporting heritage, fighting extremism,
reducing global violence, and strengthening the spirit of chivalry. Social
consequences include the creation of social unity and social capital.

Conclusion:

In general, it can be concluded that in an era where there is this amount of negative
propaganda against Iran in all subjects and matters and some ordinary people are
affected by these processes, one of the best ways to change people's perceptions,
which is a key element of public diplomacy, is to use sports. Sports can relieve
tensions in foreign relations and support Iranian athletes so that they have a
successful participation in international arenas and increase national pride and
present a positive image of Iran to the world. Also, the components extracted in
this study provide a new insight in establishing public diplomacy through the
cooperation of sports organizations and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with other
executive bodies of the country in order to respond to the enemy's psychological
war against the country and provide the ground for changing the views of people
in other countries towards Iran.
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Table 1- Percentage of Intra-Thematic Agreement
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Table 2. Demographic Information of the Research Sample
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