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Abstract

The aim of this study was to provide a framework for analyzing the role of sports diplomacy
in promoting international interactions. The research method is qualitative with systematic
analysis approach. The statistical population included current and former managers of the
National Olympic Committee, Sport Federations, Youth and Sport Offices, Professors of
Political Science and International Relations, Professors of Sport Management. Purposive non-
probability sampling and snowball technique were used to select the study’s participants (n =
16). Research tools included systematic library study and the exploratory interview structure.
The validity of tools using qualitative narrative methods was evaluated at a desirable level
(Content validity, Kappa coefficient). Open, axial, and selective coding methods were used to
analyze the findings. Presented analytical framework included six main perspectives of causal
conditions, axial phenomena, contextual conditions, interventionist conditions, strategies and
outcomes. Finally, the link between these categories was determined by paradigm model of
research and final theory was formed. Therefore, according to the findings of study, it can be
stated that in today's world, sports diplomacy is one of the important tools that governments
use to achieve their goals. Regarding the state of sports diplomacy in Iran, although there is a
growing trend, there is still the lack of a systematic process. Therefore, the governing bodies
of sport in our country need to make a strategy to develop sports diplomacy and improve
peaceful relations with other countries at the regional, continental and global level and
consequently promote international interactions.
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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Sport is one of the essential requirements of today's social life and one of the most
important areas that governments have always been keen to use it to achieve their
goals (1). Nowadays, countries pay great attention to achieve prosperity in sports
in international arenas, because they can influence global public opinion and
create cultural, political and economical relations among countries around the
world (2). Therefore, given Iran's current position in the world, the success of
Iranian sport teams in World Championships and Olympic Games, as well
asgaining international sport seats, country's sports elites can promote the growth
and development of sports diplomacy and subsequently international interactions
of Iran. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to identify some of the important
aspects that contribute to the development of sports diplomacy, and investigate its
effects on the highest level of interactions, namely international relations.

Materials and Methods

The research method is qualitative with systematic analysis approach. The
statistical population included present and former managers of the National
Olympic Committee, Sport Federations, Youth and Sport Offices, professors of
Political Science and International Relations, professors of Sport Management
and the Information community. Purposive non-probability sampling and
snowball technique were used to select the study’s participants (n = 16). To gather
data, in-depth and open-ended interviews with experts for 35 to 75 minutes have
been performed, which continued until theoretical saturation. Research tools
included systematic library study and the exploratory interview structure. The
validity of tools using qualitative narrative methods was evaluated at a desirable
level (Content validity, Kappa coefficient). In this study, due to the clarity of
coding steps and methods, a systematic approach was used and open (348 codes),
axial (99 codes) and selective (20 codes) codings were used to analyze the data.
During the interview, series of basic themes were collected during the open coding
process and the categories were extracted from them. At the phase of coding
paradigm, connection among categories were determined under the heading of
causal conditions, axial phenomenon that is sports diplomacy, contextual and
interventionist conditions, strategies and outcomes. Later, during the selective
coding phase, all components of the coding paradigm were described and
presented.
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Findings

By performing open and axial coding steps, the researcher achieved the category
of sports diplomacy as the axial category. The other categories were organized
around the axial category, and a paradigm model was obtained. According to the
Strauss and Corbin process approach, in selective coding, the results of the
previous steps were used, the main category was selected, and systematically
linked to the other categories. Creating or improving the desired image was
identified as the dimension of sports diplomacy or axial phenomenon. In this
model, factors were considered as causal conditions that had a causal effect on
axial phenomenon. The causal conditions affecting sports diplomacy included
public participation and institutional support. Contextual conditions are the
underlying factors that need to be provided to succeed in this process. Contextual
conditions of this model consisted of technology and international factors.
Interventionist factors are general characteristics that influence strategies. In this
study, social, economic, political and legal factors were identified as
interventionist factors. Strategies are actions and activities that can be means of
implementing the model of sports diplomacy. These activities are action-oriented
and help to execute processes. Strategies needed to implement the sports
diplomacy model included structural and hardware strategic capabilities and
strategic software capabilities. Finally, the expected results and consequences of
implementing the model of sports diplomacy were considered. These outcomes
can be derived from the implementation of the processes, actions and strategies of
implementing the model of sports diplomacy. These outcomes consisted of peace
and friendship, national unity, increased international relations, improved
international prestige, upgrading political status, development of cultural
interactions, development of power, economic development, avoiding of
sanctions, isolations and negative aspects.

Conclusion

Finally, the outcomes of analysis sports diplomacy reveal important issues in
international relations, from peace and friendship among governments and nations
to national unity and identity, to the comprehensive development of the country
and even the negative aspect. In today's world, sports diplomacy is one of the
important tools that governments use to achieve their goals. Although sport cannot
act as a miracle in inter-state relations. Ultimately, it is up to the statesmen to
decide on the process of inter-state interaction. However, history has repeatedly
proven that sport has restored diplomatic relations between countries and it is an
important and effective tool in this sense. Regarding the state of sports diplomacy
in Iran, although there is a growing trend, there is still the lack of a systematic
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process. Therefore, the governing bodies of sport in our country need to make a
strategy to develop sports diplomacy and improve peaceful relations with other
countries at the regional, continental and global level, and consequently promote
international interactions.
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Figure 1- The Final Framework of Sports Diplomacy Model
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